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ANCIENT INDIA

TASTIAIT HEATAh

Dynasty Founder
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Haryanka Dynasty Bimbisara Regarded in standard exam texts as the founder and an early architect of

Magadha’s expansion.
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Shishunaga Dynasty Shishunaga Established the dynasty in Magadha after the Haryankas.
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Nanda Dynasty Mahapadma Nanda Most accepted exam answer; some traditions also use the name Ugrasena.
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Maurya Dynasty Chandragupta Maurya Overthrew Nanda rule and founded the Mauryan Empire.
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Shunga Dynasty Pushyamitra Shunga Seized power after removing the last Mauryan ruler, Brihadratha.
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Kanva Dynasty Vasudeva Kanva Replaced the last Shunga ruler, Devabhuti.
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Satavahana Dynasty Simuka Named in Puranic tradition as the founder of the Satavahana dynasty.
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Kushana Dynasty Kujula Kadphises Unified Yuezhi groups and laid the foundation of Kushana power.
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Gupta Dynasty Gupta / Sri Gupta Founder of the dynasty; Chandragupta I is regarded as the effective founder

of the Gupta Empire.
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Vakataka Dynasty Vindhyashakti An important early dynasty of the Deccan and central India.
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Pushyabhuti/Vardhana Dynasty Pushyabhuti Traditional founder; Harsha was its best-known ruler.

e fi %ﬁ:ﬂmm;w&qqmﬁwﬁmﬁaﬁa

Early dynastic founder; Pulakeshin I consolidated an independent kingdom.

Badami Chalukya Dynasty Jayasimha
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Ny Established independent Rashtrakuta power after defeating the Badami

Rashtrakuta Dynasty Dantidurga Chaluk

halukyas.
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Pala Dynasty Gopala Elected ruler by leading chiefs of Bengal.
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Gurjara-Pratihara Dynasty Nagabhata | Generally regarded as the founder of early Pratihara power.
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Sena Dynasty Samantasena Founder of the dynasty; Vijayasena greatly expanded its power.
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Imperial Chola Dynasty Vijayalaya Chola Founder of the imperial or medieval Chola line.
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Pallava Dynasty Not conclusively known No single founder is accepted without dispute.
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MEDIEVAL INDIA

TSTSIT TEATIh

Dynasty Founder
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Mamluk or Slave Dynasty Qutb al-Din Aibak Founded the first ruling dynasty of the Delhi Sultanate.
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Khalji Dynasty Jalal al-Din Firuz Khalji Established Khalji rule in 1290 CE.
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Tughlaq Dynasty Ghiyas al-Din Tughlaq His earlier name was Ghazi Malik.
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Sayyid Dynasty Khizr Khan Established rule in Delhi after Timur’s invasion.
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Lodi Dynasty Bahlul Lodi Founded the first Afghan dynasty of the Delhi Sultanate.
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Vijayanagara Empire Harihara and Bukka The Sangama brothers founded the kingdom.
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Bahmani Sultanate Ala al-Din Hasan Bahman Shah Founded the sultanate in the Deccan in 1347 CE.
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Mughal Dynasty Babur Established Mughal rule after the First Battle of Panipat in 1526.
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Sur Dynasty Sher Shah Suri Established rule in north India after defeating Humayun.
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Maratha State Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj The 1674 coronation formalised the sovereign Maratha state.
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Sikh Empire Mabharaja Ranjit Singh Unified major Sikh misls and founded the empire.
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LATE-MUGHAL AND REGIONAL STATES

HEATUR feoutt

Founder Key Note
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Asaf Jahi Dynasty Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah I Laid the foundation of autonomous Hyderabad rule.
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Nawabs of Awadh Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-Mulk Established autonomous rule in Awadh in 1722.
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Nawabi Rule in Bengal Murshid Quli Khan Consolidated semi-autonomous Nawabi rule in Bengal.
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FREQUENTLY CONFUSED FACTS

TASIT

Dynasty

79 9T hT HEATIHR

Founder of Gupta Dynasty

HEATAh

Founder

TR/ATE

Gupta / Sri Gupta

feoquit

Key Note

SISITH T S T T, HIHTST ohl THTE TEATTeh HHT STaT 1
Chandragupta I is treated as the effective founder of the empire, not the

dynasty.
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Effective Founder of Gupta Empire
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Chandragupta I
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Associated with imperial expansion and the title Maharajadhiraja.
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Founder of Kushana Dynasty
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Kujula Kadphises
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Kanishka was a major ruler, not the founder.
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Founder of Satavahana Dynasty
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Satakarni was not the founder.
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Founder of Imperial Cholas
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Vijayalaya Chola

ST <t 3T Tl ST 1 e

The original founder of the ancient Cholas is unknown.
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Founder of Nanda Dynasty

TETE

Mahapadma Nanda
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Standard exam answer, though source traditions vary.
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Founder of Pallava Dynasty

arfafera

Uncertain
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Assigning one undisputed founder is historically unsafe.
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Maurya—Chandragupta | Shunga—Pushyamitra | Kanva—Vasudeva | Satavahana—Simuka | Kushana—Kujula | Gupta—Gupta/Sri Gupta | Pala—Gopala | Rashtrakuta—Dantidurga
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